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CSUSM 
BUILDING A
BETTER FUTURE
RAISING REGIONAL
EDUCATION AND A LOCAL
WORKFORCE
CSUSM is one of only 361 higher education institutions in 
the U.S. to receive the Carnegie Foundation Community 
Engagement Classification. Only universities that have 
demonstrated outstanding 
commitment to community 
engagement receive this 
distinction.

CSUSM continues to respond 
to the needs of the region, 
creating new academic 
programs such as engineering 
and wildfire science and urban 
interface.

CSUSM is a regional center 
for artistic, cultural and 
educational events. From 
classical music recitals to 
theatrical performances to 
book discussions and scientific 
lectures, numerous events every 
year are open to the general 
public. 

A comprehensive study of 
CSUSM’s economic impact 
has found that the university is 
fueling more than $458 million 
into the region each year and 
supporting thousands of jobs in 
industries ranging from retail to 
real estate. CSUSM has 45,000 
alumni. 
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Our faculty are leading researchers who strive to provide 
deep learning experiences through innovative teaching, 
helping students grasp and apply content in their 
various disciplines. Every student has the opportunity to 
engage with faculty and with each other while learning 
about complex subjects.

CSUSM has over 150 state-of-the-art teaching and 
research labs, as well as art venues and 20 art studios 
and digital media labs. 

An initiative that provides 24-hour, 5-day-a-week 
access to the University Library was launched through 
a partnership with Associated Students, Inc., giving 
students access to study spaces and the collections at 
any hour.

In addition to 40 bachelor degree programs and 
47 minors, CSUSM offers 25 master’s programs, six 
credential programs and a joint doctoral program with 
UC San Diego. 

From biotechnology to nursing to business, our post-
baccalaureate degrees provide a superior academic and 
professional education. 

A SPACE FOR LEARNING

The campus has more than 1 million square feet of facilities, 
averaging one new facility a year since 2004. In August 
2019 another new building will open to house Extended 
Learning and student academic support centers. A leader in 
sustainability, CSUSM’s buildings are designed and built to 
create minimal environmental impact. Working with campus 
dining and facilities partners, CSUSM reduces waste, improves 
recycling rates and increases energy efficiency.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT
Large outdoor plazas provide spaces for 
student organizations and departments 
to bring campus to life with weekly 
events and activities. Events include 
social recreational activities, thought-
provoking lectures and art performances.

CAMPUS HOUSING
Students living in university housing 
are at the center of it all. Conveniently located on and directly 
across the street from campus, University Village Apartments 
and The QUAD have swimming pools, workout spaces, indoor 
and outdoor study lounges and more. Nearly 1,500 students call 
the modern, apartment-style housing facilities home.

TEMECULA CAMPUS
Celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2019, CSUSM at Temecula 
provides residents of Southwest Riverside County with access to 
the only public higher education institution beyond community 
college. This state-of-the-art campus offers an array of 
educational programs including graduate and undergraduate-
level university degrees and professional development programs 
which meet the current and future workforce needs of the 
region.

COUGARS ATHLETICS
The Sports Center, CSUSM’s first indoor 
home court, makes it easy for students 
and the community to cheer Cougars 
athletics teams to victory. In 2017, 
Athletics completed the candidacy 
process to become a full member of the 
NCAA Division II. In 2018-2019 athletics 
celebrates its 20th anniversary. Facing 
strong opposition in the competitive 
California Collegiate Athletic Association conference, teams 
have risen to the challenge, many qualifying for postseason 
play. 
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CSUSM completed its first comprehensive fundraising campaign, 
Forward Together, on Dec. 31, 2018. The seven-year campaign was 
critical to the university’s continued growth as we work to overcome 
the ongoing uncertainty surrounding public funding of higher 
education. We didn’t just meet the $50 million campaign goal, we 
shattered it by raising more than $55 million!

PAVING A PATHWAY
The unprecedented success of Forward Together was made possible 
through the extraordinary vision, commitment and generosity of 
donors, alumni, faculty, staff, students 
and supporters throughout the region. 
The campaign required detailed advance 
planning, but it also relied on the bold, 
calculated risk-taking for which CSUSM 
has become known. Collaboration and 
community are hallmarks of CSUSM’s 
success, and it took the campus and the 
region coming together to achieve our 
ambitious campaign goals. The achievements of Forward Together 

are paving a pathway for the myriad accomplishments still 
to come for our university and our region.

A BRIGHT FUTURE
The campaign is already having a profound 

impact. It helped launch the CSU Institute for 
Palliative Care. It helped CSUSM become 

an All-Steinway School. It continues 

to help ACE Scholars Services support 
former foster youth in their pursuit 
of a degree. And that is just a small 
sample of the transformative impact it 
is having on our students and our local 
communities. CSUSM is a vital piece 
of the fabric, history and future of our 
region, and it will continue to be all of 
that and more thanks to the success of 
Forward Together.
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WHO WE ARE
Building on an innovative 29-year history, California State 
University San Marcos is a forward-focused institution, 
dedicated to preparing future leaders, building great 
communities and solving critical issues. Located on a 
304-acre hillside overlooking the City of San Marcos, 
the university is a short distance from some of Southern 
California’s best beaches and an hour from the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 

The university enrolls nearly 17,000 students. Since 2014 
CSUSM has been the recipient of the annual HEED award, 
a national honor recognizing U.S. 
colleges and universities that 
demonstrate a commitment to 
diversity and inclusion. CSUSM is 
fully accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges. 

Forty-five percent of students come 
from traditionally underrepresented 
backgrounds, including veterans, 
former foster youth and American 
Indian students, and over half 
are first in their families to earn a bachelor’s degree. The 
student body’s diversity of experiences, backgrounds and 
perspectives is what makes our university and our region 
stronger. For the 2017-18 school year, 11,143 students received 

financial aid, including scholarships, grants and student 
loans.

FINANCIAL AID

ENROLLMENT FALL 2018
TOTAL NUMBER OF ENROLLED STUDENTS: 16,770

*REFLECTIVE OF STATESIDE ENROLLMENT NUMBERS

BY GENDER*
 Female 61%           Male 39%  

  

STUDENT EXPENSES
FULL-TIME, INSTATE 
UNDERGRAD 
LIVING EXPENSES

LIVING WITH 
FAMILY

LIVING ON
CAMPUS

LIVING OFF 
CAMPUS

Tuition & Local Fees $7,648 $7,648 $7,648

Books $2,000 $2,000 $2,000

Transportation $1,568 $1,132 $1,250

Room & Board $5,418 $13,000 $15,150

Personal/Misc. $1,480 $1,480 $1,480

Loan Fee $78 $78 $78

TOTAL $18,192 $25,338 $27,606

Fees are effective spring 2019. Subject to change without notice.

* For a full breakdown of campus fees, please visit www.csusm.edu/go/fees.

MANDATORY CAMPUS FEES

FEE UNDERGRAD GRADUATE CREDENTIAL

Application fee $55 $55 $55

Full-time tuition 
6+ units $2,871 $3,588 $3,330

Part-time tuition 
6 units or less $1,665 $2,082 $1,932

Nonresident tuition $396/unit $396/unit $396/unit

Campus fees* $980 $980 $980
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